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was now Secretary of State. The President might refuse Pickens's re-
quest and use it as justifying the sending of reenforcements. They agreed
that the Governor should be asked to withdraw his letter. The tele-
graph brought the desired response, and next morning Trescott, now
out of the State Department and agent for South Carolina, withdrew
Hamilton's missive.5
The secession of South Carolina, together with the "forty musket"
incident and Pickens's demand, caused the President to reopen the
question of the forts on the morning of the 21st. Floyd was up from
his sickbed but strangely distraught. When the cabinet met, questions
came thick and fast. Could Anderson withstand an attack? Would he
resist? What were his orders? When Floyd could not seem to re-
member, a messenger was sent over to the department and soon re-
turned with Buell's memorandum, instructing Anderson to dispose of
his force in the safest manner. Floyd seemed to be looking at it for the
first time, but he agreed that it was correct and so endorsed it.
However, a memorandum was hardly an order, and Black was urgent
that something more formal and authoritative be sent. When Floyd
acquiesced and the others agreed, Black wrote out instructions which
Floyd signed. Anderson was to "exercise a sound military discretion,"
not "make a vain and useless sacrifice." If the force attacking him were
too strong, it would be his duty to yield command and make the best
terms possible. The point was, Anderson was to "exercise a sound mili-
tary discretion." Captain John Withers was forthwith despatched with
this order, signed not by the adjutant general as were all the others, but
by Floyd himself. The anxious Major received it on December 23. By
that time such alarming disclosures had been made in Washington that
Anderson for the moment was almost forgotten.6
The reason for this new distraction was the downfall of Floyd. At
last after four years this careless and inefficient Secretary was finally
caught in the snares of his own weakness. From the beginning of his
administration he had been constantly connected with loose dealing and
corruption, though he himself seemed not to be corrupt. On the 19th
of December as he lay at home sick, he learned that disgrace was about
to cover him. Since the troubled days of the Utah expedition when Con-
gress had held up the deficiency appropriations, he had had difficulty